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Sustainable Peterborough 
Future of Food & Farming  
Working Group (FFFWG)  

Notes 
May 1, 2018 

 
Present:  Pat Learmonth, Dawn Berry Merriam, Bryan Weir, Judy Coward, Carolyn Doris, 
Cheryl Lyon, 
 
Regrets: Brenda Dales, Viren D'souza, Julia Wood, Jill Bishop, Linda Slavin, Brad Appleby, 

Presentation 
on “On-farm 
Diversified 
Uses” 
 
 

Guests: Eleanor Rath, Jamie Hoefling & Heather Sadler, “On-farm 
Diversified Uses” 
Background: 
 

 Applied Research & Planning Project under Rural Economic  
Development (RED) Fund through OMAFRA over 2 years 

 Gathering background on agricultural diversification trends in rural 
Ontario including agri-tourism 

 Applies research to OSM as a typical agricultural community 
through 5 case studies 

 Carrying out pilot projects to apply OMAFRA On-Farm Diversified 
Use policies “on the ground” 

 
What does the OFDU study hope to achieve? 
 
•Use lessons learned to identify ways and means to support on-farm 
diversified uses by removing systematic barriers through land use 
planning and/or streamlined approval mechanisms 

•Make recommendations for future policy development or programs in 
OSM 

•Develop resources to promote on-farm diversified uses in OSM and 
elsewhere in rural Ontario 
 
What are on-farm diversified uses? 
 

 Uses that are secondary to the principal agricultural use of the 
property, and are limited in area.  

 Includes but is not limited to home occupations, home industries, 
agritourism uses, and uses that produce value-added agricultural 
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products. 
 

 
Why important? 

 Provides an opportunity for farm owners to increase their overall 
income  

 •Enables farmers to keep land in production  

 •Strengthens the rural economy 

Note: 5 pilot projects chosen for review 
 
Examples: 
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Diversifying Uses 
•Many planning documents limit the use of farm land to traditional 
agricultural uses 

•Where agriculture-related uses are recognized there are some additional 
options 

•Recognising OFDU means that farm owners have a wide range of 
possibilities for income generation on their properties 
 

Questions that led the discussion: 

 What are the opportunities for OFDU in our area? 

•What challenges are limiting new OFDU  businesses? 

•How can OFDU contribute to farm income and strengthen the local 
economy? 

•What is a ‘reasonable’ scale and how should it be measured? 

•Does your group have any information that would assist us with our 
study? 

 
Discussion ensued re 

 Importance of not reducing opportunities for future agriculture 
uses 

 Hopefully the non-agricultural activities are undertaken in areas 
that are not using prime agricultural land 

 Consider soil classifications re assessing appropriateness of 
location 

 Limit of 2% of farm or 1 hectare is maximum 

 Implications of using winery as a pilot re impact of event venues, 
traffic congestions 

 Notification process for informing neighbours 

 Can the pilot projects assess the economic impact of their business 
on the community? 

 The process allows for another presentation to the FFFWG at a 
later date 

 Results of proceedings report from our Summit will provide 
extensive information to OSM process 
 

Notes from 
last meeting 

 Approved as circulated  
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Updates from 
Task Forces: 

 Farmland Task Force: nothing to report 

 Urban Agriculture Task Force: nothing to report 

 Local Food Month Task Force: consensus to approve the report 
presented by Chair Marion Burton, and previously circulated 
 

Official Plan 
reviews 

 Bryan spoke to the recently released report prepared by 
Peterborough Public Health that provides a healthy community lens 
for official plan reviews 

 References other communities across Canada as well as provincial 
documents such as the Greater Golden Horseshoe Growth Plan 

 Report was developed for the County Official Plan process but one is 
now being developed for the city’s process. See link: - 

http://www.peterboroughpublichealth.ca/wp-

content/uploads/2018/04/PPH-County-OP-submission-DESIGNED-

180425-FINAL.pdf 

 
 

Food & 
Farming 
Summit 

 Everyone is pleased with the outcome of the day and have received 
very positive responses to the presentations 

 Proceedings developed  to ensure that all the information is 
available in one report 

 Agreement to circulate the report to the County, the City, the 
Minister and Sustainable Peterborough as well as the townships and 
the participants. 

 Dawn will also develop a Community Focus Bulletin to profile the 
results of the summit 
 

Climate 
Change 

 Bryan will contact Sustainable Peterborough re presentation at the 
next FFFWG meeting  
 

Farmers’ 
Market 

 Discussion ensued re the article in Peterborough Examiner on May 1 

 It was noted that the research of the Working Group was referenced 
in a recent article in The Ontario Farmer 

 Other coverage of the local issue 

 See examples of other columns 
 

Food Charter  Carolyn reported that she is working with their IT department re 
putting the Charter on their website 

 Shared the Charter with PKED’s Ag Advisory committee and asking 
for endorsement 

 Working on some election questions for their all candidates’ 
meeting for May 14th 
 

http://www.peterboroughpublichealth.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/PPH-County-OP-submission-DESIGNED-180425-FINAL.pdf
http://www.peterboroughpublichealth.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/PPH-County-OP-submission-DESIGNED-180425-FINAL.pdf
http://www.peterboroughpublichealth.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/PPH-County-OP-submission-DESIGNED-180425-FINAL.pdf
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Request for 
questions for 
candidates 

 Linda requested input from members of the FFFWG re questions to 
be posed to the candidates 

 It was agreed that individuals could provide input to Linda but that 
questions could also be drawn from the proceedings of the summit 
 

updates  Dawn stated that as a member of Sustainable Peterborough’s Co-
ordinating Committee she has been working on a committee to 
evaluate the outcomes of the original plan 

Carolyn reported on the upcoming meeting of Basic Income pilot project 
in Lindsay.  https://www.odph.ca/centsless 

 

 Judy reported on the changes that must occur in government 
leading up to the June 7th election.  She also reported on the 
upcoming Teeny Tiny Summit in Tweed on June 14th – registrations 
are still be accepted. (see attached poster) 

 Pat reported on the two farm stewardship events held in Lindsay 
and Alderville with over 90 participants, by the East Central Farm 
Stewardship Collaborative.  Also Farms at Work hosted a third local 
farm networking event in Whitby on April 10, with the Rhizome 
Institute. 

 Cheryl stated that Dandelion Day is May 27 
 

Next Meeting Tuesday, June 12 at 1:30 p.m. Committee Room at the County 
Courthouse    

 

https://www.odph.ca/centsless
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Registration for the 2018 
Teeny Tiny Summit is now 
OPEN ! 
 
Teeny Tiny Summits are 
focused on unlocking the 
community and economic 
potential of our smallest 
places: villages, hamlets, and 
areas dominated by rural 
geography. At this year’s 
summit, hosted by the 
Municipality of Tweed, we will 
explore the theme “Creating 
our Future: Finding the 

Extraordinary in the Ordinary”. Community volunteers, support organizations, 
municipal staff, elected officials, and interested parties are all welcome to attend.  
 
Click on the Teeny Tiny Summit logo for more details regarding the agenda. 
 
Please forward to others who may wish to attend.  
 
We look forward to seeing you there!  
 
Teeny Tiny Summit Planning Team 
 

 

 
 

 

. 
 

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/2018-teeny-tiny-summit-tickets-44917636861
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